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The Primitive Hut Rural Shelter / Hide

Site Plan [1:500 Scale]
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Concept. The Plan.

1. Site Entrance

2. Coach Parking 

3. Car Parking (inc. Car Recharging Points)

4. Elemental Garden 

5. Drop-O�  Area

6. Service Road 

7. Sta�  Entrance / Compound 

8. Public Entrance / Cycle Parking  / Accessible Charging Facilities

9. The Hut (Reception / Cafe / Exhibition / Shop)

10. Studios / WCs / Treatment Rooms / Ancillary Spaces 

11. Children’s Play Area / Orientation Zone 

12. Camomile Lawn

13. Orchard / Edible Garden

14. Nature Trails

15. Tadorna Bungalow (Rest space for sta�  and volunteers)

16. Reserve Management (Bins / Workshop / Drying Room)

17.  Secure Vehicle Parking Area / Dry Timber Store

1. 

West Lake

East Lake

The starting point for our proposals was the site itself. A response to the location and an inherent 

sense of place. Whilst at first glance the presence of water, trees and wildlife are an attractive union, 

the site’s history and previous use as a gravel workings add to the intrigue.  The pioneering work of 

Je� ery Harrison to create such a tranquil place out of a redundant industrial use, and the diligent 

work of the Kent Wildlife Trust, are key components in understanding the inner workings of the 

place.

We see buildings as contextual objects which serve a purpose, and architectural history supports the 

theory that honest buildings stand the test of time, transcending styles or fashion.  Our proposals 

are therefore seated in admiration for an architecture which is respectful to context and the human 

condition.

Given the importance of the activity within and the sensory surroundings of the wildlife reserve, our 

conceptual response harks back to the anthropological relationship between man and the natural 

environment as the fundamental basis for the creation of architecture.  The idea of The Primitive 

Hut contends that the ideal architectural form embodies what is natural and intrinsic.  The vision 

for our proposal is for a building which relates the human experience of nature with a primeval desire 

for shelter as a primary reason to create built form.

The Reserve.

Triangles in Nature Structure and Nature Natural Materials Hibernaculum Wildlife

N

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

17. 
16. 

Moments.

A.     Earthing and grounding externally B.     Nesting hide with camera linking back to media wall C.     Use of technology and VR to engage public /   
         capture nature and changing seasons 
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D.     Interactive family bird hides. Design of hides could           
         be run as a community engagement project
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Axonometric View

Site Cross-Section [1:500 Scale]                     

Public approach to the new gateway ‘hut’ Interior View of Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve 

Arrival.

Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 3 Phase 4

Existing building retained to form ancillary 

space. ‘The Hut’, a new café/exhibition/gateway, 

is erected from a series of A-frames constructed 

off-site with laminated timber beams. Screw 

piles will be used allowing the building to be 

built with very little excavation, noise impact 

and use of concrete near the water, touching 

the ground lightly and erecting the new building 

quickly on site. 

‘The Hut’ will orientate the visitor, screen 

the existing building and provide a valuable 

income stream for Kent Wildlife Trust. The 

existing visitor centre will be clad in hardwood 

timber to improve its visual appearance. This 

timber could then be re-used in later phases 

of development. 

Once ‘The Hut’ has created a revenue stream 

and increased visitor numbers/engagement 

the existing visitor centre shall be demolished 

to make way for new and extended facilities. 

The exact accommodation requirements can 

be tested and informed through the process 

of delivering ‘The Hut’.

Upon demolition of the existing centre ‘The 

Hide’ is built on the same footprint and the 

final landscaping completed, providing an 

unparalleled wellbeing and visitor experience. 

The secondary building will have a timber 

diagrid wall structure supporting the walls 

and providing lateral stability to the building.

The Hut.
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Layout.

N

Central route to 

visitor centre

Dense reed / grasses to frame 

pathway and create sense of 

journey / anticipation

Woodland edge to lake 

retained giving sense of 

enclosure 

Big Reveal 1

Big Reveal 2
West Lake

Willow Tunnel 

22.	 Green Roof / Photovoltics
21.	 Outdoor Area
20.	 Outdoor Kitchen Facilities
19.	 Staff Room
18.	 Store
17.	 Staff Offices
16.	 Meeting / Conference / Training Room
15.	 Wellness / Treatment Room / Office

14.	 Studio(s) / Large Flexible Space
13. 	 Cloakroom / Education Storage Area
12.	 Circulation
11.	 Wellness / Treatment Room
10.	 WCs 
9.	 Outdoor Return Link
8.	 Kitchen Store
7.	 Storage
6.	 Dynamic Vista / Exhibition
5.	 Kitchen
4.	 Cafe / Static Exhibition Area / 
	 Large Flexible Event Space
3.	 Retail Space 
2.	 Cafe / Servery / Outdoor Servery
1.	 Entrance / Reception

Play Park 

Camomile Lawn 

Espalier Fruit Wall

Orchard / 

Productive 

Planting 

Visual clues / 

moments 
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View of Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve from the west across the west lake

Environmental Axonometric

Vision.Environment.

Summer

High level louvres allow 

warm air to rise out of 

the building to maintain 

a comfortable internal 

temperature. 

Summer

Stack effect natural 

ventilation for a low 

maintenance building. 

Glazing to allow natural 

daylight to fill the space. 

Su
m

m
er

Productive Planting 

/ Orchard and Edible 

Garden 

Winter 

Creation of spaces for 

communal interaction in 

café’s, exhibitions and 

inspiring learning yet also 

areas for reflection. 

New link to gateway building 

that derives it’s aesthetic from 

the primitive hut and provides a 

dynamic form with high levels of 

transparency at the ground floor - 

the outside is brought indoors.

Green roof inc. integrated 

PV Panels

Cafe views 

Use of lake water 

to cool / heat slab 

Views

Nature Trails

Deep reveals shade 

summer sun

Low angle winter sun 

warms spaces

Beneficial 

orientation for 

solar gain

Wellness Deck

External deck forming an area for wellness activities 

/ bird hide / teaching. 

The semi open facade/second skin would provide 

an opportunity for insect/bat habitats and increased 

biodiversity

Proposals sited on and adjacent to the existing 

building minimising the buildings impact upon 

the setting and reducing build costs. The new 

gateway building is raised off the ground & 

touches the floor lightly on timber ‘structural 

stilts’

Natural materials and expansive views

contribute to wellbeing and health

Path to car park

Natural timber cladding 

with pitched facade providing 

the opportunity to introduce 

PV solar collectors

Views

Productive Planting 

/ Orchard and Edible 

Garden 

Elemental Garden 

Biophilia:

•	 Responding to humanity’s innate affinity 

to nature. Offering visitors. undisturbed 

views whilst maintaining tranquillity of the  

surrounding nature.

•	 Immersive experience for visitors yet  

unobtrusive to nature. 

Promoting wellbeing:

•	 Maximised daylight.

•	 Integration of natural ventilation.

•	 Optimising occupant comfort.

People-Centred Design Designed for PerformanceEnhancing the Environment Partnership and Collaboration Productivity and Growth 

Respect the environment:

•	 Low impact building reflecting the 

surrounding environment.

•	 Natural and responsibly sourced materials.

•	 Acoustically sensitive.  

Enhancing biodiversity:

•	 Willow walls and tunnels.

•	 Retention of all ecologically valuable trees.

Flexible & future proof systems:

•	 Highly efficient air source heat pumps 

coupled with underfloor heating. 

•	 Reversible heat pump should cooling be 

required for big events. 

•	 Solar panels to contribute to offsetting the 

electricity consumption of the heat pumps. 

Low maintenance:

•	 Simple systems to keep running and 

maintenance costs low.

Open and shared spaces:

•	 Dividable studio for up to 100 people, 

offering spaces for the community through 

activities, lectures or inspiring conservation.

Social inclusion & diversity:

•	 Provision of spaces for all to access and 

enjoy. 

•	 Spaces to encourage conservation, 

education and appreciation of nature.

Local economic development:

•	 Spaces for learning, lectures, exhibitions, 

events.

•	 Local artists to promote development. 

Spaces for people:

•	 Creation of vibrant spaces to connect, 

reflect & learn.

Environmental Strategy Cut Through The Five Capitals Model for Sustainability

West Lake

Summer

Low level windows allow 

for natural ventilation.

West Lake

Potential opportunity to 

mount PV solar collectors to 

pitched facade 

Integrated photovoltaic 

renewable energy coupled 

with a green roof 

Winter 

Use of thermal mass 

of exposed concrete 

to maintain internal 

temperature.

Concrete should aim to be 

BES 6001  certified.

Resilient materials and 

components for the 

building’s structure.

Summer

Passive cooling effects

Via west lake.

Screw piles will be used 

throughout. This will allow 

the building to be built with 

very little excavation, low 

noise impact and use of 

concrete near the water, 

touching the ground lightly

Summer

Facade shading limits 

the risk of overheating in 

summer.

Winter 

Facade shading allows for 

beneficial solar gain from low 

angle winter sun.

All timber to be responsibly 

sourced e.g. FSC or PEFC 

certified. 
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