
Context

The context of Mirehouse to the north, fields to the east and the Mirehouse Ponds to 
the west - all nestled within a beautiful valley setting - stimulates a sub-urban response. 
The proposal seeks to minimise the amount of land occupied by the new development 
at the same time as avoiding an inappropriately dense development. In the influential 
work ‘The Anatomy of the Village (1946)’, the renowned town planner Thomas Sharp 
stated that any settlement of over 1,500 people is more of a small town than a village.

The existing settlement of Mirehouse is divided into east and west arranged on either 
side of the railway tracks.  Our proposal divides the new settlement into and east and 
west village of 1,250 people apiece, on each side of, and adjacent to, the railway tracks.

New Civ ic  Area

An area containing the civic and public buildings is located between Mirehouse 
and the new settlement, easily accessible for existing and new inhabitants 
alike as well as users from further afield due to the adjacency to the new train 
station. It is envisaged that this area can expand to the east if and when required.

A new pedestrian route runs east/west along the edge of the new civic/public area and links 
together all of the new public buildings. The route bridges the railway tracks and at the east it 
connects  to the cycle path to Moorside. Shared pedestrian/vehicular routes run north / south, 
connecting the accommodation buildings to the civic area and the existing road network.

Mater ia ls

The new buildings will make reference to the colours and size of the existing urban fabric of 
Mirehouse in an attempt to enhance the environment.

Si t ing

The corners of the new accommodation buildings are aligned to the contours of the land 
so that they step down the hills of the site with varying orientations, giving an identifiable 
composition that is informal but orderly. The accommodation buildings are arranged around 
a chain of squares - readily appreciated plan forms that give immediate visual appeal.

Cour tyards  and  Squares

The courtyard is a well-established typology within the English countryside - such as  farmhouses, 
village squares. The main access to the individual courtyard units is through a series of visually 
linked, but distinct village squares. These in turn are connected to the semi-private inner courtyards. 

The squares and courtyards provide shared sheltered defensible space that 
will engender a sense of community and safety amongst the residents.
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The Office Block is a cuboid. The plan is organised around a central atrium. The atrium tapers in section 
maximizing the drama of the space and modifying the daylight penetration. The void of the office atrium 
sits in contrast to the solid core of the visitor centre, focusing the worker and acting as a social gathering 
space.

The plan is serviced by three cores. The two main cores align with the entrance facade which in turn 
addresses the access road. The main cores act as a threshold within the plan dividing the flexible 
U-shaped office plan from the break out and meeting spaces to the entrance facades. 

The office building will sit in the context of large industrial sheds, massive unrelieved expanses of 
industrialised cladding systems. The office expression mediates between these structures and the 
landscape perimeter.

The facade is glass, layered with vertical solar shading louvres that pick up the grain of the shed cladding 
while allowing views out. In bright sunshine the office will merge with the industrial aesthetic while in 
fading light the office floor layers and the heroic atrium will reveal themselves.

The Visitor Centre is an iconic object in the landscape, drawing visitors in, offering hospitality and 
information. The proposed building creates a vantage point that looks out over the whole Moorside 
Project. 

At ground level the building is lifted up, allowing the topography to run underneath, thereby creating 
a generous sheltering canopy. A sinuous terrace, incorporating long benches, invites visitors to gather, 
before or after a visit. School groups can be organized and briefed in this generous space. Visitors can 
eat a packed lunch.

At first floor the central core opens out onto a fluid, flexible space that evolves around the central 
core of stairs, lifts, stores and kitchen.  The space is contemporary, white, light filled and expansive. 
The ceiling is perforated by large circular skylights. Visitors can move freely through the space taking 
advantage of 360 degrees of outlook.

The first floor contains exhibition space, education, conference, offices and café. The lifts and a series of 
circular stairs invite the visitor to rise up from this level to the rooftop observation platform.

The building expression is simple, confident and striking. A double facade of sheer glass, sheaths the 
circular form. The double facade deals with solar gain, thermal performance and glare while providing 
an opportunity for an integrated art/ light installation.

VIS ITOR CENTRE AND OFFICE BLOCK

There is no location identified for either the Visitor Centre or the Office Block. However the visitor centre 
will be located in a landscaped area while the office block will be located amongst other buildings. The 
proposals seek to create simple yet memorable buildings that are appropriate to their use and their 
final siting.
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THE OFFICE BLOCK

The Circular tends to the singular The Rectangular tends to the communal

The Circular is outwardly expansive The Rectangular is inwardly focused

The Circular relates to landscape The Rectangular relates to townscape

The Visitor Centre is Circular The Office Block is Rectangular

Key

1. Entrance & Shop
2. Exhibition
3. Education / Conference
4. Offices
5. Cafe
6. Kitchen

Key

1. Parking
2. Disabled Parking
3. Service Vehicle Access
4. Terraces
5. Main Entrance
6. Plant1
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View of Atrium from 
the 6th floor

Key

1. Lift Lobby
2. Break Out Area
3. Main Atrium
4. Office Desking

Key

1. Entrance Facade
2. Reception
3. Main Atrium
4. Meeting Rooms
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