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Planning for Legacy

In developing proposals for the Master Plan at Mirehouse there is the clear potential to give 

something back to the adjacent communities through the consideration of of the long term future 

of the site.  Planning for this legacy is fundamental to our approach to the masterplan.  As well as 

contributing to the housing supply of the area, the masterplan creates a sequence of public spaces 

from intimately scaled courtyards to a large new park incorporating sports pitches.  In addition, the 

new infrastructure provided will also be of great benefit, and will promote a modal shift in transport 

from private car to rail.

Stage 1

Alternate rows of accommodation  are 

to be removed , creating a less dense 

neighbourhood.  In addition, the two car 

park structures could also be considered 

for removal.

Stage 2

The remaining accommodation blocks 

could be converted into a number of uses; 

however, given the location we expect 

the most likely use to be housing.  The 

legacy plan allows for a rich housing mix 

- apartments, townhouses,  maisonettes 

and student accommodation - with 

gardens to the rear.  A series of cross 

streets are formed to provide access 

and parking.  These would be designed 

to retain all planting and SUDS systems 

associated with the initial project.

Stage 3

Buildings which were removed at Stage 

1 of the lecagy operation could be 

repositioned to the north of the central 

park.  This would create a new residential 

neighbourhood, with a similar character 

to that of Stage 1, maximising the return 

on the initial investment.
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The potential juxtaposition between built environment and open natural 

landscape at present at Mirehouse is a rare opportunity, and is integral to the 

character of the Master Plan. Through planned and sometimes unexpected 

views, the landscape continually exerts its presence. 

We propose to concentrate development to the westernmost portion of 

the site, directly adjacent to the railway line.  This maximises the retention 

of open natural countryside, while also ensuring close proximity to the 

proposed new railway station, encouraging a modal shift in transport.

Accommodation is formed into two building types – three storey courtyard 

blocks adjacent to the railway line and linear blocks running perpendicular 

to the railway and courtyard blocks.  The longitudinal building blocks, each 

with a ‘street’ front to the east and ‘landscape’ frontage to the west, provide 

the development with its principal identity.  These buildings are scaled at 

1-3 storeys in height, with the building mass reducing at upper floor levels 

to maximise penetration of natural daylight in to the tight grain of the built 

fabric. The resultant urban structure creates a series of sheltered lanes 
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and intimately scaled courtyard spaces.  Pedestrian cross-routes connect 

neighbouring blocks and provide sheltered passage even when the weather 

is inclement.  The longitudinal lanes are scaled to allow access for emergency 

vehicles and will also incorporate swales and planting contributing to a 

neighbourhood SUDS system while promoting biodiversity.

We propose the the use of a modular timber framed structure for the 

accommodation blocks.  This system will ensure high quality standards and 

will minimise on-site waste.

The master plan has been developed to enable a clear transition into 

a legacy development.  We anticipate that the legacy use is likely to be 

primarily residential – with a mix of townhouses, maisonettes, apartments, 

student accommodation and potentially a hotel.  The accommodation 

blocks have been developed to easily allow for this transformation from one 

use to another.  We foresee two possible scenarios for the scale of legacy 

development, dependent on planning restrictions. 

entrance 

hall

entrance 

hall



M12

Board 2/2

Administration Block

The Administration Block has been developed as open plan, flexible office 

space, with an atrium providing light and ventilation to the centre of the 

building.  The structure becomes more articulated as the building rises, 

terminating in a series of double height training and conference rooms on 

the top floor.  The entrance is defined by a double height cut into the corner 

of the building; the cantilever on both sides adding drama as well as providing 

shelter from inclement weather.  Once inside, a double height entrance hall 

contains waiting space and reception desk, as well as providing access 

to stairs and lifts. The office space is arranged on a 1500mm module for 

maximum flexibility, with the footprint depth (13.5m) determined by the need 

to achieve the best possible environmental conditions for a workspace as 

well as the potential to subdivide into cellular office space if necessary.

The Administration Block is to be constructed using a hybrid timber 

construction.  The structure will combine glulam timber columns with cross 

laminated timber floor plates and walls to service cores.  The Administration 

Block has a strong visual identity based on its timber latticework façade, 

which is either fully glazed or infilled with highly insulated, stained, timber-

faced wall panels.  The soft green tone of the timber cladding has been 

selected to help the building dissolve into the wider landscape.

Visitor Centre

The Visitor Centre is intended to be fully flexible; able to accommodate 

the range of functions required of it for the visiting public (including large 

groups), private conferencing events and as a day to day work space. 

A generous canopy runs the length of the building, inviting visitors into the 

building and providing shelter in inclement weather.   Internally the Visitor 

Centre is largely open plan and mostly organized on one level for ease of 

access; however, a series of public ‘rooms’ are defined by their differing 

heights and volumetric characteristics. The main exhibition space, café 

(which opens on to an external terrace), conference room and gift shop 

sit within dramatic triple height volumes; the entrance hall is an elongated, 

double height space; and the offices, service rooms and circulation are single 

height.  The main spaces are provided with adjustable screens, allowing 

them to be either fully open and public, or closed for particular needs.  The 

flexibility offered by this arrangement allows the operators to configure it 

with ease on a regular basis. Natural light enters the building from different 

orientations, and levels, making a journey through the building a promenade 

articulated by light. Inversely, during periods of darkness, the significant 

and varied glazing will enable the Visitor Centre to act as a ‘lantern’ in the 

landscape giving it an intriguing presence by both day and night. 

The Visitor Centre is to be constructed using articulated timber frame 

technology; the framework either fully glazed or infilled with highly insulated, 

stained, timber-faced wall panels.  Diagonal bracing is introduced into the 

frame where structurally required to provide rigidity or to form a trussed 

beam. In seeking an exemplary sustainable solution all timber products will be 

FSC certified.   The building benefits from generous natural light, minimising 

the need for artificial lighting, and also takes advantage of a narrow plan to 

ventilate all spaces naturally.  We anticipate achieving a minimum BREAAM 

rating of ‘excellent’, with the potential to achieve ‘outstanding’.
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