
PUBLIC VISION AND PRINCIPLES
Summary



Background

This summary sets out a Vision and 20 Principles for the Home of 2030. This was developed through a public 
engagement process undertaken by Design Council on behalf of Home of 2030, with 90 participants in four 
workshops which took place across England from November 2019 to January 2020. 

This research forms part of Home of 2030, a government funded design and delivery competition created to 
drive innovation in the provision of affordable, efficient and healthy green homes for all across England. Home 
of 2030 is an HM Government cross-departmental initiative being run by the Building Research Establishment 
(BRE), Design Council, and the Ministry of Building Innovation + Education (MOBIE). 

The public engagement workshops brought together members of the public from diverse backgrounds and 
perspectives to explore and identify the issues that will be most important to them in their future homes. The 
content of these discussions was brought together and analysed by Design Council into a set of 20 principles 
which reflect the breadth and the priorities of participants, and divided into 6 main themes which reflect some 
of the key concerns.

The full report, which will be published in May, will provide the full research including the outcomes of a 
national poll carried out, exploring the priorities of different people at different stages of their lives. 



Public Vision Statement

The Home of 2030 is fit for purpose, being affordable for everyone and getting the basics right without needing 
constant maintenance. It gives people control and agency over their lives and homes, and connects people to 
each other and their communities. The home, and how the home supports the way in which we live, 
contributes to tackling the climate crisis, and also is able to meet the needs of people at different life stages, 
particularly in later life. The Home of 2030 represents something different through its character and meets 
these challenges through innovative approaches. 



20 Principles for the Home of 2030
Being fit for purpose

1. A home that is affordable to live in and maintain
The Home of 2030 is affordable, allowing people to live 
comfortably once they have accounted for rent, mortgage and bills. 
It also allows people to afford to be able to maintain and to adapt 
their homes when required and when their lives change. There 
should be a variety of options available that mean that homes are 
affordable to people with different needs and requirements. 
Affordability should also include the whole-life cost of the home, 
including maintenance, bills, and repairs, as well as upfront 
housing costs. Upfront investment in well-insulated and well-built 
homes could reduce bills and maintenance costs in the long term, 
such as energy efficiency, opportunities for energy generation, and 
adaptable homes that wouldn’t need to be expensively retrofitted 
later. 

2. A home that gets the basics right
The Home of 2030 needs to get the basics right.  This means having 
the right amount of natural light; a comfortable ambient 
temperature that can be controlled; sufficient ventilation; a quiet 
home without external noise; and sufficient storage. All of these

things have a big impact on people’s everyday lives in their homes, 
including their ability to sleep well at night and making other tasks 
complicated or impractical.

3. A home that doesn’t make me worry about everything working 
as it should
Our current home lives, as a result of things like bills, appliances 
and repairs, is becoming more complicated and stressful. The 
Home of 2030 doesn’t create further stresses and is a home which 
people don’t have to worry about. This means that it is simple to 
take care of, including to use, to maintain, and to pay for, where 
everything works, and which allows people to live a simpler, more 
relaxed life. 



20 Principles for the Home of 2030
Giving people control and agency

4. A home that is easy to adapt or extend

The Home of 2030 allows people to adapt and extend their homes 
as their lives change, whether that’s having children, as they are 
ageing, if they have a disability, or when other relatives and friends 
move in and out. This includes things like being able to add or 
remove rooms and move walls. It also includes being able to adapt 
homes to make them more accessible, which is a concern for 
people thinking about ageing or disability, who want to be 
independent for longer.

This adaptability and flexibility can help people to stay in their 
homes and neighbourhoods for longer, rather than needing to 
move when their lives change. This enables people to put down 
roots, get to know their neighbours and be part of the local 
community, helping to support long-term wellbeing and avoid 
isolation.  

This adaptability also needs to be affordable so that it is a realistic 
and practical option for people.

5. A home that provides the opportunity to contribute to the design 
of my home

The Home of 2030 allows people to contribute to the design of their 
homes. Some people want to take a very active role in the design of 
their homes, including different types of self-build and community-
led housing. Others wish for the opportunity to input into the design 
or fittings of their home. Overall, wanting to contribute to the design 
of their homes is related to people’s desire for control and agency 
over their home. 

6. A home that is simple to fix and maintain without assistance

Being able to fix and maintain things in their own homes is important 
to people. This relates to people’s desire to be independent and to 
have control over their lives, rather than being reliant on others. This 
is also linked to people’s sense of wellbeing. As the amount and the 
complexity of technology in our homes is likely to increase, with 
things such as home assistants and the internet of things, being able 
to manage and maintain these without external support will be more 
important. 



20 Principles for the Home of 2030
Giving people control and agency

7. A home that gives me more choice and freedom over my 
housing options

People feel that that buying and renting are the only options 
available to them. The Home of 2030 will give more choice and 
freedom about housing tenure options that meet a wider variety of 
needs. This could include options such as being able to try out 
living somewhere before making a long-term commitment (such as 
renting before you buy); having longer-term security in rented 
accommodation without needing to buy; being more involved in 
how decisions about things like maintenance are made, such as in 
community-led housing; and being able to build their own homes. 

For some people these are practical options that give them the 
flexibility to make the right decisions for them. But for others this 
was also linked to a desire to have more independence, control and 
agency over how they live, which was also related to having 
security over their tenure and ability to stay in their home. This is 
also closely linked to people’s wellbeing. 

8. A home that gives me control over what digital technology can do 
in my home

People recognise how technology is likely to play an increasingly 
significant role in our future homes, including things such as digital 
assistants and the internet of things. Many people recognise that this 
could bring benefits: allowing them to monitor and reduce energy 
consumption, and to make things around the home easier to manage. 
However, people are also concerned and cautious over the role of 
digital technology, particularly regarding privacy and data collection. 
The Home of 2030 therefore also helps people to retain control over 
how much technology is used in their home and what the data was 
used for. People also want to maintain a human touch, and a digital 
home won’t work for everyone, particularly those who may not be as 
familiar with technology and how to use it. Some people are 
concerned about the possibility of a ‘digital divide’ in the future and 
the need to provide a mixture of options for people in their homes. 



20 Principles for the Home of 2030
Tackling the climate crisis

9. A home that is part of the solution to climate change

People are acutely aware of the climate crisis and regard many 
homes as being part of the problem. They want to live in a home 
that is part of the solution to climate change. This includes both 
new and existing homes, and the need to reduce carbon output, to 
shift to renewable energy sources, to ensure energy efficiency, and 
to maximise biodiversity. For some, housing is an opportunity to 
prompt a more sustainable economy overall. People also recognise 
the potential impacts of changing weather patterns and climate 
conditions, and are looking for their future homes to be designed 
to meet this, including changing temperatures and flood risk.  

10. A home that makes it easier for me to make more sustainable 
living choices

People are concerned by the climate crisis and the role that 
lifestyle choices play in this. Some people felt that their current 
homes prevented them from making sustainable choices, such as 
being able to cycle, limiting and monitoring energy usage, and 
growing their own food. There was a call for our future homes to

be sustainably located, serviced by public transport and walking and 
cycling routes, and to enable more sustainable choices. 



20 Principles for the Home of 2030
Connecting people and their communities

11. A home that allows me to have regular contact with my 
neighbours

Building communities is important to people in their future homes. 
The Home of 2030 allows people to have regular contact with their 
neighbours in order to build these local communities. This is 
related to people’s desire for individual and collective wellbeing 
through regular social contact, and the role that homes and 
neighbourhoods can play in creating opportunities for informal and 
chance meetings. People are also concerned by the possibility of 
social isolation, particularly as they get older and also as advances 
in the capability and the reach of technology could mean that they 
lose the need for regular human contact. 

12. A home that might have spaces and facilities that I can share 
with my neighbours

Some people have an interest in sharing more with their 
neighbours, such as gardens, laundries and other shared spaces. 
For some people, this can be a practical way of living more 
efficiently in high-density neighbourhoods and cities. For others, 
this emerged as a way of facilitating the creation of community, 

such as in co-housing projects. However people recognise a trade-off 
between privacy and sharing, and value their own space and privacy 
when thinking about shared spaces. 

13. A home that is part of a neighbourhood that has everything I 
need

People want to live in neighbourhoods that offer easy walking access 
to all the local amenities that they might need, at all stages of life –
whether they have children, or if they are elderly. These smaller, 
accessible neighbourhoods include day-to-day amenities such as 
shops, parks, cafes and doctors’ surgeries. 

14. A home that has plenty of convenient travel options so that I can 
get around easily

The Home of 2030 should be well-connected, providing convenient 
travel options that allow people to get around easily, whether that’s 
to work, to visit family and friends, or to facilities and services that 
they need. People want these connections to be sustainable, 
inclusive, and convenient.  



20 Principles for the Home of 2030
Meeting the needs of every life stage

15. A home which is suitable for multiple generations to live in

People’s patterns of living are changing rapidly and are likely to 
change even further by 2030. People are concerned about how we 
will care for our ageing population. Many people are looking for 
multi-generational homes that can accommodate all ages and 
allow for people to care for children and elderly relatives and 
friends, while also being able to live their lives. The Home of 2030 
should also allow people to live independently as they age, with a 
focus on accessibility.

16. A home that is my current home, with the right improvements

Most of the homes that people will be living in in 2030 have 
already been built. Many people expect to or want to be still living 
in their current homes in 2030. However, many people do not think 
that their current homes will meet their future needs and will need 
to be retrofitted to allow this to happen. This includes the 
accessibility of homes for people as they age. It also relates to 
issues around insulation and the need for better energy efficiency, 
including new energy sources such as solar panels.

17. A home that makes it possible to work from home

The Home of 2030 needs to be flexible to suit a variety of different 
uses, particularly as our living patterns change, and to allow us to 
balance our home and working lives in the same space. People 
recognise this as important to a good work life balance and how this 
has an impact on health and wellbeing. People’s changing living 
patterns, such as our ageing population, means that we may also 
need to care for elderly relatives while also working.  

18. A home that has good quality private or shared gardens

It is important to people that they have gardens or outdoor spaces 
that provide them with access to nature and to outdoor space. This 
includes access to private outdoor space as well as shared spaces. 
This access to nature is particularly to support people’s health and 
wellbeing. 



20 Principles for the Home of 2030
Representing something different

19. A home that looks attractive and has its own identity
The character and appearance of peoples’ future homes is 
important to them. People tend to think that many new homes 
look the same and don’t tend to have a lot of distinct character. 
People want to see more diversity and more choice rather than a 
cookie-cutter approach to new homes. For some people, they want 
to see homes reflect the character of local places better.   

20. A home that is innovative and offers something different to 
homes that have been built before
Some people have a desire for fresh thinking and innovation in 
housing, based on a dissatisfaction with current housing options. 
People mentioned that many new homes are quite similar to one 
another and that they don’t have the option of something which 
feels unique and innovative. New homes in 2030 will be truly 
different to one another and different to homes that had been 
built before. This includes overcoming old perceptions through 
progressive thinking. For example, many people feel that making a 
step-change in sustainability with our new homes would require 
innovative approaches.

For many, innovative thinking was a prerequisite for achieving some 
of the other things that they regarded as important in their future 
homes. 
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