
THE UNIVERSITY OF WARWICK

FACULTY OF ARTS 
DEVELOPMENT

Invited Design Competition



Contents

Introduction                                                                         03

Invitation                                                                              05

Eligibility and Post-Competition Commitment                   06

Budget                                                                                  06

Evaluation Panel                                                                   06

Competition Programme                                                     07

Participation & Registration                                                08

Phase 1 – Pre-Qualification                                                 08

Phase 2 – Design Concept                                                    08

Other Consultants                                                               08

     www ribacompetitions com/warwick/



03 THE UNIVERSITY OF WARWICK  Faculty of Arts Development

Introduction

The University of Warwick is seeking expressions of interest from Architect-led 

multidisciplinary design teams for the design of a new building to host the Faculty 

of Arts.  Known as the ‘Faculty of Arts Development’, it will be home to a globally 

leading centre for research and teaching in arts and humanities subjects.  To achieve 

the University’s high aspirations for the development, we are calling for partners 

from the very best that the design community has to offer and as such have asked 

RIBA Competitions to assist in this process.

The University of Warwick’s main campus is located on the south-west fringe of 

Coventry on the border with Warwickshire, just 30 minutes by train to Birmingham 

and one hour to London.  The site for the Faculty of Arts Development lies at the 

heart of this vibrant campus in a prominent, strategically important location.  It is 

close to key buildings including the Library, the Students’ Union, the Social Sciences 

Building, Warwick Arts Centre and the recently completed Teaching & Learning 

Building.

The Faculty of Arts at Warwick is one of the World’s top 50 Arts and Humanities 

faculties.  It is made up of eight departments currently housed in the existing 

Humanities Building and spilling into another academic building: Milburn House.  

The new building will reunite these departments, fulfilling one of the Faculty’s 

primary objectives. With this, it will contribute significantly to the enhancement 

of the Central Campus, provide an architecturally outstanding environment which 

demonstrates the Faculty of Art’s ambitions and become a destination for our global 

community of students, academics and visitors.

The competition process is being managed by RIBA Competitions  

and will be held in two phases: 

 

Phase 1 – Pre-Qualification:  

Expression of Interest with Pre-Qualification Questionnaire

Phase 2 – Design Concept:  

Submission of design concepts in response to an outline brief 

 

In the first instance, Expressions of Interest are invited in accordance with the 

requirements set out in this Briefing Paper.
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Warwick is one of the United Kingdom’s leading universities with an acknowledged 

reputation for excellence in research and teaching, and for links with business and 

industry.  In October 2015, the student population was over 24,000 of which 9,540 were 

postgraduates.  The University has ambitious plans regionally, nationally and globally. 

International staff and students make up approximately one third of our community, 

representing over 120 countries.  The following is a link to the University’s Vision and 

Strategy Document: http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/about/strategy/

The existing Humanities Building houses four of the Faculty of Arts’ seven Departments: 

Classics and Ancient History; English and Comparative Literary Studies; History; and 

the School of Modern Languages and Cultures (including the institution-wide Language 

Centre). (This building also houses other University facilities including Centrally Timetable 

Teaching Rooms (CTTRs), The Institute of Advanced Teaching and Learning Institute 

teaching spaces, a proportion of the Psychology Department, and a Café).

The three remaining Departments, that is, Film and Television Studies, the School of 

Theatre, Performance and Cultural Policy Studies, and Art History (as well as a part of 

English and Comparative Literary Studies) are located in Millburn House. 
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01.
Building

To create a building that showcases the 

Faculty of Arts’ contribution to world-leading 

research and teaching at the University of 

Warwick, re-unites all the departments in the 

Faculty, attracts the best students and staff, 

and enhances the experience of our staff, 

undergraduates and postgraduates.

02.
Environment

To establish a progressive and absorbing 

environment with zones and flexible spaces 

that allow collaboration, creativity and 

innovation to flourish through teaching and 

research which will produce benefits for the 

world’s knowledge, for the nation’s economy, 

and for our society’s cultural life.

03.
Hub

To deliver a place that acts as a hub for public 

engagement in the humanities and creative 

arts across the University, nurturing cultural 

value and creating partnerships at the regional, 

national and international level.

04.
Activities

To provide varied spaces which will encourage 

a diverse range of quiet and social activities.  

They will be multi-functional and dynamic in 

nature, helping to create, foster and develop 

collaboration, engagement, and new initiatives.

Introduction

The University of Warwick wishes to appoint an innovative and insightful team with exceptional 

creative skills to design the Faculty of Arts Development.  This team will readily express an 

understanding of our primary objectives:
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Eligibility and Post-Competition Commitment

The successful applicant of this Architectural competition will be required to lead all design 

disciplines as Lead Designer and Principal Design as defined by the Construction (Design 

and Management) Regulations 2015.

The University of Warwick wishes to appoint an Architectural team capable of taking the 

design through to completion.  It is anticipated that the winning team may be appointed 

to undertake the continuation of the design process through the further stages up to 

the completion of Stage 3 (RIBA Plan of Work 2013), with a client advisory role for 

the following stages which may support a Two-Stage Design and Build construction 

procurement process. 

The appointed Architectural team will be requested to provide advice on the appointment 

of the other disciplines which may or may not include those who supported the 

Architectural team in their competition submission. 

The Lead Applicant firm must include an architect who has the right to practice in the 

country where he/she is qualified or in the country where he/she currently resides or 

practices.  UK-based applicants should therefore be registered with the Architects 

Registration Board (ARB) with overseas-based applicants registered with an equivalent 

regulatory body.  Architects with more limited experience in the delivery of relevant 

projects may wish to consider collaborating with another practice, but the proposed 

delivery arrangement should be clearly articulated.  Similarly if a practice is based overseas 

then the method for delivery should be clearly explained.

Each shortlisted Architectural team selected to take part in the design phase of the 

competition will be required to make a submission demonstrating their design approach, 

cost plan, methodology for working with the client team and a fee proposal.  An equal 

honorarium of GBP £7,500(+VAT) will be paid to each of the shortlisted teams.  It is 

anticipated that a minimum of 5 teams will be shortlisted and honorarium payments will 

be paid following submission and presentation of design proposals at a final clarification 

interview.

Budget

An Outline Cost has been provided for constructing the new building on the site. The 

cost includes for site preparation (including the demolition of Car Park 7). The estimated 

construction value is £33,000,000 00 (excluding VAT and based upon today’s prices).

Evaluation Panel

The Evaluation Panel will include: 

 – members of the University’s Senior Leadership Team

 – Senior Departmental Academics

 – RIBA Advisor, Cindy Walters
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Competition Programme

Key dates, which may be subject to alteration, are as follows:

ACTIVITY DATE

Competition Launched 27 September 2016

Deadline for questions relating to the PQQ 18 October 2016

Response to questions relating to the PQQ 20 October 2016

Deadline for PQQ returns 27 October 2016

Panel meet to select shortlist 23 November 2016

Shortlist notified and Notification to unsuccessful applicants 24 November 2016

Site visit & design brief issued to shortlist 28 November 2016

Deadline for questions relating to the Brief 5 December 2016

Response to questions relating to the Brief 12 December 2016

Submission of tenders (design concepts) 18 January 2017

Review of design submissions 27 January 2017

Final interviews/presentations & preferred team selected 30 January 2017

Notification of results 31 January 2017

Public announcement of result 1 February 2017
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Participation & Registration

In order to be considered for the project, the suitably qualified architectural practice 

leading the design team must return a duly completed Pre-Qualification Questionnaire 

available from the University’s e-tendering portal, In Tend. To access the portal please 

complete either of the following:

• If you are already registered on in-tend please ensure that your details are current and 

up to date; you may add individuals to receive in-tend correspondence, note: If you do 

add individuals please ensure that they are provided with log in details.

• If you are not registered on in-tend please follow the link: 

https://in-tendhost.co.uk/universityofwarwick

 

Registration is a simple process and free of charge.  Please use an email that will be 

monitored in a person’s absence or add any relevant individuals.  These will receive in-tend 

correspondence.  There is no limit to the number of individuals.  Provide log in details to all 

individuals listed in your supplier registration.

 

Phase 1 – Pre-Qualification: 

The Phase 1 return will be a completed Pre-Qualification Questionnaire.

The PQQ document indicates which responses are to be provided for information purposes 

only, PASS/FAIL questions that the University of Warwick consider essential to perform the 

contract, and which responses are to be scored.  Failure to meet PASS/FAIL questions will 

be a ground for rejection of bidders. For full details please refer to the Pre-Qualification 

Questionnaire and the Notes for Completion that accompany it, together with the 

Submission Instructions contained within this Briefing Paper.

Phase 2 – Design Concept

The five highest scoring competitors will be invited to proceed to the design phase of the 

competition based on the scoring set out in the PQQ.  This phase will involve:

• A site visit and ‘open’ briefing session to include presentations from the client team;

• Submission of a package of information to illustrate the proposed concept design 

approach, together with an accompanying short design report, indicative cost estimate 

and fee proposal (to cover the Architect-led multidisciplinary team);

• The process will conclude with a clarification interview and teams making a 

presentation to the Evaluation Panel.  The purpose of the interviews will be to provide 

design teams with an opportunity to explain their proposals and to enable Panel 

members to seek clarification on any issues that are unclear from the initial appraisal of 

the submission return

 

Other Consultants

The University shall employ a Cost Consultant, Project Manager and Planning Consultant 

directly.  It is envisaged that the services of specialist consultants (e.g. for fire engineering, 

acoustics, transport, BREEAM coordination, landscaping, ecology etc.) will be required to 

support the Architect-led team during all stage of the design process.  Tender submissions 

must identify which of these specialists are included within the fee proposal.
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Competition Contact

The competition is being administered by RIBA Competitions, however any enquiries relating 

to this competition should be addressed via the University of Warwick InTend portal at:  

https://in-tendhost.co.uk/universityofwarwick/aspx/ProjectManage/1862.

     0113 203 1490

     in-tendhost.co.uk/universityofwarwick/aspx/ProjectManage/1862
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