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Landscape is formed by the horizontal overlapping of higher 
St Peter’s Sq. and lower Adelphi Quarter plates

The Student Support Centre fl oats above the fault line 
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A concrete frame structure captures the square below 
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A fi ligree glazed screen falls as a veil disclosing the 
continuity of the square through the building
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Student Support Centre & New University Square 
 

The true joy of a project is in fi nding the story and then telling it well.
 
As a progressive educational institution, fi rmly grounded in the town of Preston, the 
University of Central Lancashire can trace its history back to 1828, with the founding of 
the wonderfully named The Institution for The Diffusion Of Useful Knowledge. The founding 
principles of this institution still resonate in the aims and vision of UCLAN today, with the 
University proud of its contribution to the area and wider region. Not only are these links 
embedded in the approach taken to student intake, the courses offered, pragmatic research 
with links to regional businesses facilitating meaningful start ups, but also through an 
understanding of the shared interest in the civic and social well-being of the town.
 
The new Student Centre project is a case in point. The centre will present an open and 
welcoming face to the town as well as creating a true heart space for the University. In 
this regard, perhaps the new square is a more important component than the building? It 
certainly sits at a key gateway to Preston from the north and bridges the university campus 
and city centre; a meeting point for town and gown. It could be argued that the key landmark 
announcing this point of entry was built back in 1825, on the completion of St Peter’s Church. 
With its elevated position and fi ne spire, the church (now a university arts centre) stands 
proudly, visible across the valley from the city centre.

Urban Context
 
Interestingly, much focus is rightly attached to the importance of the urban squares, places 
and parks of the town and the whilst the new square would add tremendously to this civic 
round, it is the link along Friargate to the new Square that the contribution would be most 
meaningfully felt. These two squares would bookend an exciting opportunity to create a new 
urban spine, as solid a statement as you could hope to fi nd of the link between the municipal 
and the educational.
 
It is this understanding that has driven our design response. In many ways, the urban 
structure would be virtually complete with just the provision of the new square; backed by 
and addressing the church, reinforced by the further structure emerging on completion of 
the new Engineering Innovation Centre to the west and the offi ce development to the south. 
What the Student Support Centre brings is activity. The architecture of the Student Support 
Centre refl ects this, with a lightness and transparency to the square facade enabling the 
church to remain the solid background element. The glazed atrium also enables a clear line 
of sight towards the church from Friargate. Effectively, the Student Support Centre is a subtle 
veil between the church and the square, with the space fl owing beneath and through the 
building.
 
This dynamic would change at night, when not only the square would come alive, but lighting 
inside the building would reveal the internal structure. Feature lighting on the church spire 
would maintain its predominance, while projection lighting would enable the mood within the 
square to change depending on the activity. The veil of the building facade could become a 
screen for art installations and cinematic images and the surface of the square transformed 
into a light show or club fl oor!

Concept

“Innovative thinking - for the real world.”  UCLAN University website “About UCLAN”

This seems like a great starting point for the new square and building concept too.

The new square and building at the heart of the campus will become the fl agship for the 
university. It should convey the university’s ambitions and values and be an open gateway for 
students, staff and the community.

This will be a place for people to meet, socialise and learn. Equality, diversity and 
inclusiveness in their broadest senses will create a sustainable and welcoming environment 
for developing friendship, understanding and knowledge sharing. It is a place of endless 
opportunity.

It is also a place of support, care and compassion for the student community.

Preston has rebranded itself as Preston Guild City in recognition of the importance of Preston 
Guild in the history and culture of the town. In the 20 year cycle between Preston Guilds; 
education, arts and culture, trade, business and commerce, sport and civic and community 
pride are to be nurtured and grown via a network of institutions, communities and facilities. 
The new University Square will take its place in the network of new and existing public spaces 
that include the Flag Market, Winckley Square, Avenham Park and the proposed Bus Station 
Plaza to create a space for festivals, events, performances, markets, happenings and daily 
life.

The strong relationship between the Flag Market and the University Square along Friargate is 
a defi ning aspect of our concept, physically and symbolically linking city and University. While 
outside the scope of this project the continued pedestrianisation of Friargate from Ringway to 
University Square would complete this link. 

The concept can be summarised thus:

The design concept is driven by continuity of activity between the square and the 
building, the one supporting the other, to create a unique, vibrant, inclusive and 
democratic public place. 

Landscape of the square is formed by overlapping horizontal plates at the existing 
upper and lower levels some 4.5 metres difference.

The Student Support Centre fl oats at fi rst fl oor level in a three storey block above the 
fault line between the plates.

Slice cut through Student Support Centre to reveal view of St Peter’s Arts Centre Spire 
on approach along Friargate. This landmark is illuminated in the evenings.

Concrete frame structure captures the square below Student Support Centre and within a 
south facing atrium. Internalised square along the “fault line” at upper and ground 
fl oor levels is populated by social learning space, café, bookshop, cafeteria, 
reception, the <i> and route through to St Peter’s.

A Filigree glazed screen falls as a veil disclosing the continuity of the square 
through the building and revealing a vibrant and active interior in the evenings 
when illuminated. The fi ligree glazed screen also serves to modify the internal environment.

The new square is defi ned by St Peters Arts Centre and library, the Engineering Innovation 
Centre, proposed offi ce building to the south and raised terrace to the east. The building 
sits within the square mediating between its two aspects to the north and south. 
The fl at “festival” square draws in the Engineering Innovation Centre by picking up on its 
structural grid in the paving. “festival” square and fi ligree screen can be animated by a 
light show from projection masts. 
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