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The City as a Learning Landscape
Making Connections

Shelter

Key
1.  The Grove
2.  The Events Plateau
3.  Square Level Entrance
4.  Entrance Foyer
5.  St Peter’s Square
6.  External Auditorium
7.  New Square Café
8.  Events Steps
9.  West Side Canopy
10.  The Pavilion
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The Social Landscape
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Terrace and Loggia
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The Vertical Landscape

Key
1.  Exhibition
2.  Auditorium and Learning Spaces
3.  Square Café
4.  < i > Services
5.  Reception and Open Foyers
6.  Student Union
7.  Study Skills Zone
8.  Student Support and Wellbeing

9.  Private Study
10.  Social Study and Interaction
11.  Student Help Services 
      (Finance, Accommodation, Health, 
      Mentoring, Careers, Employment)
12. Terrace Café
13. Roof Terrace
14. Loggia
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Welcome: Reception, Open Foyer Spaces, Exhibition     10%
Commons: Social Study & Interaction Spaces, < i >, Student Support  40% 
Learning: Study Skills Zone, Auditorium, Meeting Rooms, Private Study   25% 
Commercial: Square Café, Roof Terrace Café     10% 
Building Support: Security, Stores, Cores      15%
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A Journey to New Square  
May 2020

Preston’s changed so much in the 
past couple of years. The opening 
of the Preston Youth Zone caused 
a lot of excitement. I’m walking 
back from there now as I wanted 
to see the performance which 
was taking place in the New 
Square. I could have stayed in the 
Markets Quarter and met up with 
some of my friends as we often do 
when we’re looking for different 
places to meet and study. Today, 
however, I am heading for the 
Student Support Centre. 

It was the opening of the Student 
Support Centre and New Square 
which really signalled the 
transformation of Preston and 
of the University. Walking down 
Friargate I reach the point where 
it comes into view, framing the 
tower of St Peter’s Church which 
marks the route to the campus 
areas beyond. In this part of 

Friargate there are already signs 
of the change brought about 
by the new development. It’s a 
busy street now, with new coffee 
shops and lots of people walking 
between activities on campus 
and events and places in the city 
centre. Reaching New Square,  
I don’t take the shortest route to 
the Student Support Centre. It’s 
always fun to people watch and 
see what’s going on. The grove of 
trees at the south of the square is 
a favourite spot of mine. The light 
through the leaves is very beautiful 
– and the trees also provide some 
shelter from light rain. There are 
some strange looking seating 
shelters – more like sculptures really 
– which are very popular. A group 
of children are playing hide-and-
seek in one while their parents 
have retreated to another for  
a quiet chat. 

I walk up to the main event 
plateau. There’s a lot of activity 
here which I’ve been watching 

for the last couple of days: 
Students from the architecture 
and engineering schools bolting 
together a large timber structure 
which will provide a venue for 
end-of-year events. 

I’m not meeting my friends until 
after lunch so I start to head for 
the café by the steps but then 
pause. There’s also the pub – 
which now serves good snacks, 
the coffee shop in the Student 
Support Centre and, on the west 
side of the square, a couple of 
vans selling street food. 

I head for the vans – there’s 
always a range of new and 
interesting food produced by 
local people. I buy a roti-wrap 
and sit at one of the folding tables 
which has been set up. It’s started 
to drizzle now, but on this side of 
the square there are awnings so  
I sit and watch the architecture  
and engineering students whilst 
looking through notes on my  

The Concept 
The design embraces the concept of the  
learning landscape in the broadest sense:  
City, public space, building, group space, 
individual environment.

The public spaces of the city, where people  
meet and engage with the culture and society 
around them, are perhaps the best learning 
spaces of all: The places where people  
experience difference and engage with, 
and learn from new experiences. 

It is in this spirit that we’ve approached this  
project, seeing the existing city, the new public 
spaces and the proposed Student Support  
Centre as parts of a single unified environment  
for exchange, collaboration, discussion  
and debate.

Making Connections
New Square provides a place that gives  
concrete expression to the relationship  
between the city, the University and it’s  
constituent parts: Virtual connections which  
need physical representation in order to be 
understood and experienced in the life of  
students and local people.

The link between city and University is  
expressed most clearly in the city by the route 
along Friargate that links the heart of the historic  
centre with the University campus. 

At one end Friargate is terminated by the  
Harris Museum and Art Gallery, one of the  
city’s most iconic buildings, and one which  
speaks of the nineteenth century faith in  
education and the human mind as the source  
of a progressive and enlightened culture. The 
northern end of Friargate will now be framed  
by the Student Support Centre: A building which 
needs to match the museum and art gallery’s 
status both as a landmark civic building, and  
as a building speaking of the University’s 
progressive role in the knowledge economy  
of the 21st century.

The Social Landscape
The public, social landscape is the primary  
aspect of the scheme: a series of terraces and 
activities connecting the city with the University. 

In order to fulfil the varying demands of  
New Square it has been designed as a series  
of spaces differentiated by character, scale  
and activity.

The Grove – This space is located at the southern 
part of New Square, defined by a grove of lime 
trees which are paired with vertical lighting 
columns. A number of sculptural seating shelters, 
with the character of garden ‘follies’, provide  
places to dwell. 

Events Plateau – This area will be animated  
by a programme of regular events and everyday 
activities. The western edge is enclosed by  
trees and a structure containing awnings that 
provide additional shelter for events during wet 
or sunny weather. The lighting columns provide 
everyday functional lighting and act as supports 
for additional lighting fixtures for special events.

St Peter’s Square – This space is envisaged  
as a campus-like environment, acting as an 
outdoor living room for those using the library  
and the performing arts centre.

The Vertical Landscape
The Student Support Centre building has  
a series of highly connected collaborative 
environments which form a vertical landscape  
of spaces extending the life and character  
of activities in the public realm into the interior  
of the building. 

External terraces and gardens inhabit the  
façade of the building facing New Square, 
creating an Urban Loggia which provides  
a framework for different activities, a backdrop  
for events in the public space and, at ground  
level, provides shelter, places to walk, talk and 
exchange ideas.

Internal spaces will interlock in plan and  
section, with prominent staircases promoting 
interaction and opportunities for chance 
encounters and conversation.

Views to the exterior, high levels of day lighting  
and the potential for natural ventilation will  
create an uplifting, sustainable, high quality 
environment and contribute to the wellbeing  
of staff and students.

The City as a Learning Landscape

iPad – even out here the WIFI is 
great so I get full access to the 
University network.

The rain hasn’t lasted so I wander 
across the square to the steps. 
They’re facing south and have 
dried quickly, there are already  
a number of people sitting out on 
the large steps, including a group 
of several students and a member 
of staff who appear to be having 
an informal tutorial. As I reach the 
top I can see there’s a lunchtime 
talk taking place on the terrace 
above the café. 

There’s always an immediate 
buzz when you enter the Student 
Support Centre and today is  
no different. On the ground  
floor local school children are 
visiting the current exhibition on 
new technologies, whilst both 
public and students mix in the 
coffee shop. 

I work best when I am able to 
choose different places to work 
– some private and quiet and 
others much more sociable – and 
different numbers of people to 
work with. This building allows 
you to do all that in one place. 
There’s such a variety of seating 
spaces, niches, balconies, external 
terraces, places to work, places to 
talk, places simply to watch what’s 
going on. Normally I just drop in 
and generally I’d spot some of 
my friends as this is the place to 
come to from across the campus, 
the heart of the university. Today, 
however, we’ve booked a table 
as four of us need to discuss some 
of our coursework. We’ve got one 
of my favourite spots on a balcony 
above the main exhibition space. 
We take the main staircase to 
the third floor, from here we can 
look down at what’s going on 
in the square, but also out to 
the gardens in front of St Peter’s 
Church to the north. 

After a while we notice that the 
sun has come out. The churchyard 
in front of St Peter’s Church has 
always been popular in sunny 
weather but with the new lawn 
and seating in St Peter’s Square 
the area’s more popular than 
ever. We can see people sitting 
in study groups or simply relaxing. 
We decide to continue our 
discussion on the lawn. That’s what 
is great about the Student Support 
Centre: It’s not just a building, it’s 
transformed the way we use the 
campus and the city.


