
FLOOR PLANS

LAKESIDE POSITION
FOR VIEWS AND PATHS

POSITION AMONGST
MATURE TREES

NEW ORCHARD

RETAIN & UPGRADE
EXISTING BUILDINGS

PARK AND WALK THROUGH 
ORCHARD

NOISY, QUIET &
PRIVATE ELEMENTS

DIFFERENT USERS HAVE
DIFFERENT CIRCULATION

DIVERSE OUTDOOR
SPACES

SITE PLAN

D Outdoor classroom
E Tadorna
F Orchard
G External courtyard
H Wild observation garden
I Amphibian pond
J Facilities management block
K  Community garden

N

L  Car parking
M  Coach parking
N  Overfl ow parking/space for farmers markets
P  Anglers hut
Q  Bicycle store and repair area
R Improve bank profi le for bio-diversity
S Underground Services

A Exhibition wing (quiet)
B Cafe and shop (noisy)
C Flexible studio wing (private)

vehicle access between lakes (private)
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- Clearly identifi able, intriguing and sheltered entrance
- Separate entrance for general visitors, schools and private functions
- Views of lakes and landscape on entry
- Centrally located reception with integrated shop
- Intuitive access and views to cafe, exhibitions, paths and viewing platforms
- Layout that sparks curiosity and encourages exploration of building and site.
- Lift accessible viewing platform at high level.
- Training hides at ground and upper fl oors to learn about hide etiquette
- Centrally located toilets for access from each area, internally and externally
- Toilets located so visitors walk past shop area and reception from café
- Service spaces positioned so lake side elevations have stunning views.
- Treatment rooms with peace, privacy and outdoor space.
- Observation rooms for bird nesting areas

KEY FEATURES OF THE LAYOUT
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VIEW ON APPROACH

AERIAL VIEW

JEMIMA & ROBIN

Jemima has driven with her daughter, Robin, and 
has restricted mobility since her hip operation. 
She is excited to try nature prescribing to ease 
her anxiety. On arriving they notice a variety of 
birds feeding on the green roof.  They decide to 
warm up in the café with a cup of mint tea, as it’s 
grown here in the community garden, and enjoy 
views over the lakes and wild observation gardens. 
They discuss how wonderful it is to be inside but 
so close to nature, and decide to come back for 
lunch after their walk...cont’d.

MERLE

Merle travels by bus to the reserve. He found a 
passion for watching wildlife after coming here 
six months ago with a friend. While chatting with 
Peter in the welcome area about today’s bird 
sightings they spot a Red Kite swooping outside. 
Merle borrows a demo eyepiece from the shop 
and heads to the lockers to leave his bag and 
some kit...cont’d.

PHEOBE & JAY

Phoebe & Jay have travelled from London by train 
and now calmly walk through the orchard, while their 
children Merlin & Nestor run, less calmly, around the 
trees . They’ve heard the food is amazing so head 
straight to the cafe for an early lunch.
On the way through, Jay spots Keith demonstrating 
binoculars and after a quick chat he hires a couple of 
pairs for their walk...cont’d.

1 Reception
2 Shop
3 Cafe
4 Kitchen
5 Static exhibition
6 Internal bird hide
7 Public lockers
8 Studio space (can be sub-divided)
9 Entrance lobby
10 Diorama bird display
11 Sheltered entrance
12 Store
13 Bin store
14 Plant
15 All terrain wheelchair store
16 Accessible toilet
17 Baby changing
18 Toilets
19 Childrens toilets for school partys/ 
dedicated toilets for events held in the studio
20 Wild observational garden
21 Screened external space
22 Outdoor classroom around the oak
23 External courtyard
24 Orchard
25 Tadorna
26 Vehicle access (private use only)
27 Flexible exhibition space
28 Internal nesting boxes
29 Staff offi ces and kitchenette
30 Meeting room
31 Treatment room
32 External terrace
33 Lookout
34 Parking for maintanence staff
35 Vehicle store
36 Dry timber store
37 Workshop
38 shower/clothes drying store

Plan key

CALLUM

Callum cycles to meet a counsellor at the 
reserve treatment rooms to work through some 
career challenges. He’s early, so buys a juice and 
sits in the orchard watching a Robin eat the 
fallen fruit. He likes that the treatment rooms 
are in a natural setting with amazing views and 
that other people are here doing other activities 
such as bird-watching and gardening. It gives him 
perspective...cont’d.

AVIS

Avis is a volunteer at the centre and walks from 
her home near Bat and Ball Road. On arriving, she 
pops her stuff in the lockers before heading to the 
main offi ce for the morning orientation meeting. 
She’s working in the studios today and heads 
off to greet a school coach party at the studio 
entrance...cont’d.
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WITHIN LANDSCAPE

INSPIRED BY KENT 
VERNACULAR

FORM
AVIS

Avis’s school group drop 
their coats and bags in the 
locker room and gather in 
the west studio where Avis 
shows them how to make 
coconut and suet 
bird feeders.
Afterwards, Avis opens up 
the studio ready for a large 
research event, while the kids 
go on a guided walk to see 
the Sand Martin wall...cont’d.

MERLE

On his way out, Merle 
is asked by a young 
man called Jay about 
birdwatching and shares 
a tip about using his ears 
to locate birds. While out 
on the reserve he enjoys 
helping Jay’s son spot a 
Little Grebe diving for 
food. On returning to the 
building, he logs his step 
count with Amanda for 
their race with ‘Victor the 
Cuckoo’ who is migrating 
6,100 miles (or 13.5million 
steps) to central Africa. 
Victor is winning by some 
margin!!...cont’d.

CALLUM

Callum fi nishes his 
counselling session and 
walks around the east lake 
in search of Bee Orchids.  
His visit has left him 
feeling calm and refl ective. 
Learning about and 
experiencing nature has 
increased his appreciation 
and connection to it. 
Seeing two Canada Geese 
gets him thinking how he 
could get more support 
from others. He’s bought 
Nerine bulbs at the shop 
to mark the beginning of a 
new phase for him...cont’d.

SIMPLE SUSTAINABILITY

UNDERSTANDABLE
BUILDING AND SERVICES

CONSIDERED LIFE CYCLE
OF SITE AND BUILDING

CONSTRUCTION

PHEOBE & JAY

Pheobe & Jay head to the viewing platform and exhibition after lunch 
where a volunteer explains hide and nature watching etiquette.  They 
sign up for a ‘family hide’ tour and head out to the east lake. Phoebe 
likes that the building is so open and she can easily keep an eye on the 
kids. She loves seeing rainwater being collected from the gutter and is 
inspired to do the same at home...cont’d.

TIMBER SHINGLES
REFERENCES BIRD FEATHERS

BELFAST TRUSS
SMALL MEMBERS, LARGE SPANS, 

DAPPLED LIGHT,
 REFERENCES WINGS AND NESTS

HEMPCRETE & RAMMED EARTH 
REFERENCE QUARRY HISTORY 

viewing platform roosting under eaves nesting space in roofphoto voltaics

sedum roof house martin 
nests

terrace from 
offi ce & treatment 
rooms

wild observation 
garden

rammed earth 
wall

ROBUST DETAILING
FOR EASY MAINTENANCE

Belfast Truss

Roof outline

Rammed Earth Wall

DESIGN FOR NATURE & WELLBEING
SYMBIOSIS OF NATURE, PEOPLE & ARCHITECTURE

LIMECRETE FOUNDATION & SLAB

NATURAL, NON-TOXIC, SUSTAINABLY SOURCED MATERIALS
BENEFIT THE WELLBEING OF NATURE AND PEOPLE
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STRUCTURAL LAYOUT MATERIALS

JEMIMA & ROBIN

Jemima & Robin head up 
to the fl exible exhibition to 
see the wildlife photography 
exhibition, then to the viewing 
platform for amazing lake 
views. Robin likes how the 
shingles shimmer in the light, 
reminding her of bird feathers. 
She thinks her husband might 
like to use them on his new 
garden shed and takes photos 
for him, and the supplier name. 
Jemima books an all-terrain 
wheelchair and they head out 
on the bug hotel trail...cont’d.

Sevenoaks
Nature 

& Wellbeing
Centre

ArchitectureArchitecture



JEMIMA & ROBIN

Jemima felt she got a lot from the change in 
pace in a natural environment and catching 
up with her daughter. They both sign up 
for a screen printing class in the studios a 
week on Tuesday and are going to look into 
membership. On the way out, Robin spots 
the unpackaged food on offer in the café 
shop and decides to try Heirloom Purple 
carrots for her kids. While paying, she hears 
about the farmers market that’s held in the 
overfl ow carpark on Sundays.

MERLE

Merle comes for the solitude but has 
enjoyed helping and meeting new 
people. He likes how the building sits 
proudly but respectfully in a landscape 
that he has grown to love deeply. He’s 
happy that the history of the stuffed 
birds is explained in the exhibition and 
that they’ve all been given names by 
the local community. Merle sees it’s a 
wonderful place to work and leaves 
excited after asking Amanda about 
becoming a volunteer when he retires 
next year to keep active and learn new 
skills.

PHEOBE & JAY

Phoebe found listening for birdsong 
calming and thinks she’d enjoy taking 
time out to watch wildlife as a way 
of reducing stress. Jay signs up for 
membership after seeing how engaged 
the kids have been and gets them a 
Goldfi nch feeder to hang on their 
balcony at home. The kids loved the 
viewing platform and the video links to 
different parts of the reserve. Jay liked 
the binoculars but loved that the kids 
had been quiet for a bit.

AVIS

Avis loves the internal trees and plants and 
how birds have begun to nest on and around 
the building. She especially loves the views 
from the reception desk and knowing that 
her workplace is made from natural, toxin-
free materials. Avis likes that the centre and 
exhibitions encourage people to purchase 
everyday objects that are good for their 
wellbeing and environment. She has begun to 
recognise more people from her community 
coming to the reserve. She then notices that 
everyone today had bird names!!

CALLUM

Callum likes the geometry of the 
building within the natural setting. 
He was fascinated with the rammed 
earth walls and is coming back to 
do a workshop on it. He loved the 
‘Who’s Who of Poo’ exhibition in 
the loos, comparing poos of different 
insects, birds and animals. “Good toilet 
humour!”, he jokes with Amanda. He 
sets off home with a sense of peace 
and excitement.

OPENESS AND INTRIGUE

FAMILIAR AND ELEVATED
BIRD HIDE AESTHETIC

INTERNAL SCULPTURAL
BEAUTY

INTERIOR

STAFF AND VISITOR
WELLBEING

ACCESSIBILITY FOR ALL

SPACES FOR PEOPLE, 
NATURE AND WILDLIFE

WELLBEING

LOW LIGHT POLLUTION

VIEW FROM WEST LAKE

RECEPTION VIEW
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STUNNING NATURAL
LIGHT


